Hit an IRA

HOLEINONE

The IRA Charitable Rollover permits taxpayers
over age 70½ to make non-taxable donations
directly to eligible charitable organizations
such as the foundations that support Cottage
Health’s hospitals. IRA rollover distributions are
counted for purposes of meeting minimum
distribution requirements but don’t count as
income to you.
The odds of hitting a hole-in-one on the golf
course are roughly 1 in 12,500, but the odds of
getting an IRA hole-in-one are greater.
With one stroke of the pen, you have the
satisfaction of knowing that you can help
support quality healthcare in our community.

For details on this Cottage Health
program, please contact Carla Long,
Director of Planned Giving,
at 805.879.8987 or 805.879.8982
or clong@sbch.org.

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS:
• AGE: 70 ½ and older.
• ELIGIBLE RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS:
Traditional or Roth IRA accounts.
• DIRECT TRANSFER TO CHARITY: Funds must
be transferred by the IRA trustee directly to
the eligible charity.
• ANNUAL CAP: Total combined charitable
IRA rollover contributions may not exceed
$100,000 per person in any one year.
• NO GIFTS IN RETURN: Donors may not
receive any goods or services in return for
charitable IRA rollover contributions.
• WRITTEN RECEIPT: Cottage will provide you
the required substantiation of your IRA
rollover.
• NO CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION
DEDUCTION: No charitable deduction
may be taken.
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Paul Lauritz
(1889–1975)

Spring Laguna Canyon, circa 1920 • framed oil on canvas • 30” x 40”

Specializing in early California plein air painters
and museum quality American and European fine art and antiques
Since 1986

Stewart Fine Art
215 W. Mission Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
805.845.0255
stewartfineart@cox.net

Time Tells the Tale

the unmistakable character of fine antique furniture

pinetrader.com | 2345 Lillie Avenue, Summerland | 805.845.2618 | 805.245.1998

P H OTO S : DAW N B O W E RY

U P S TA I R S
AT P I E R R E L A F O N D

516 SAN YSID R O ROAD | MON TEC ITO | 8 0 5 . 5 6 5 . 1 5 0 3
W W W. S H O P U P S TA I R S . C O M

FROM THE COLLECTION OF PIER ANTONIO GASPARI

Fall 2017/ Winter 2018
Remnants of California’s Wild Coast

Taking a Closer Look ~ 20

Precious pockets of wilderness are now part of the
UC Santa Barbara Natural Reserve System.
By Karen Hastings

Cowboy-Turned-Artist Joe De Yong

Old Hat ~ 30

Through his art, Joe De Yong hoped to preserve a
faithful record of the vanishing vaquero culture.
By Mark Lewis

Illustrated Map of Montecito ~ 42
By Janice Blair

Never Too Old

Finding The Inner Artist ~ 44
Unlocking one’s creativity helps us live happier,
healthier lives at any age.
By Karen Hastings

Historic Hacienda

Tecolote Treasure ~ 52
A survivor of earthquakes and forest fires,
Silsby Spalding’s 1930s ranch remains an historic icon
in Goleta’s Tecolote Canyon.
By Mark Lewis

UCSB Arts & Lectures

New Theater Series Sings and Soars ~ 63
Debut performances bring world-class artistry
to Santa Barbara.
By Adele Menichella

Cover Artist – Nicole Strasburg

Painting Toward the Essential ~ 66
Nicole uses birch wood as her canvas, adding depth
and soul to her paintings.
By George Yatchisin

Art, Wine & Food ~ 70
Check out the fall and winter season’s culinary and cultural
calendar. Shop for locally made gifts.
By Nancy Ransohoff

Investing In Our Community

Leslie Marin Fulfills SBCC Promise ~ 76
Santa Barbara Community College Foundation helps
bridge the financial gap to make
our community college more affordable.
By George Yatchisin

Four Seasons Resort The Biltmore Santa Barbara

Coral Casino Beach and Cabana Club ~ 78
The exclusive club and historic landmark
celebrates its 80th anniversary.
MontecitoMag.com

always fashion
1046 COAST VILLAGE ROAD
MONTECITO 93108
805-969-1515
antoinetteboutique.com

7

NS CERAMIC
I

N

C

O

New Ravenna ©

CERAMIC
8

R

P

O

R

A

T

E

D

Illusion
u

25 E. Ortega Street

STONE
u

u

GLASS

Santa Barbara

u

u

METAL

805 -962-1422

u

PORCELAIN
u

nsceramic.com

Montecito Magazine Fall 2017 – Winter 2018

G
H IP P IN
W ID E S
Y
R
E
N AT IO N
IV
L
DE
L G IF T
& LO C A

THE SANTA BARBARA COMPANY

Santa Barbara Artisan Gifts
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Gourmet Food • Bath & Body • Note Cards
See our full selection and order online – individual gifts and baskets
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Discover Olivella — the all new signature
restaurant at the authentically reimagined Ojai
Valley Inn & Spa. It’s a true culinary achievement where valley-to-table cuisine comes alive
with an adventurous California take on Italian
gourmet. And, it has recently been honored
as the only 4 star restaurant between LA and
Northern California. Reserve your favorite
table today.
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“The Goodland”

Coal Oil Point Reserve

Nicole Strasburg © 2017

Remnants of California’s Wild Coast

Taking A Closer Look
By Karen Hastings • Art by Hank Pitcher & Nicole Strasburg

Wedged between the hum of traffic on Highway 101 and the crashing waves of the Pacific
Ocean in Carpinteria is a seemingly magical world. At first glance, it looks like a swathe of
grassland and shrubs stretching to the beach. But a closer look reveals an intricate
tapestry of life. Fiddler crabs scuttle on a muddy riverbank. A green heron, hiding behind
a veil of reeds, stabs the water with its long, sharp beak, and the shadows of striped mullet
dart and dance in the dark, brackish waters below. This is the Carpinteria Salt Marsh
Reserve (CSMR). Less than 20 years ago, part of this salt marsh was a field full of trash.
About 22 miles up the coast, in Goleta’s Coal Oil Point Reserve, nature continues its
delicate dance. Dolphins leap from the sea, diving and splashing in the wind-whipped
waves off Sands Beach. Overhead, a V-shaped squadron of pelicans soar on the
salty breeze, and in the soft ripples of the beach where the dunes are born,
a western snowy plover scampers across the sand revealing a clutch of speckled eggs,
once an almost impossible sight to see here.

Nicole Strasburg © 2017

“Misty Marsh”

Carpinteria Salt Marsh Reserve

of California’s wild coast, a fragile web of astounding beauty, for those who take the time to look. Both
these reserves have been courageously coaxed back
to life by caring community members, providing a
sanctuary for multiple endangered and threatened
species, as well as living laboratories for research
and education. But these reserves are not just for the
wildlife.
Suffused with the sights, sounds and smells of
nature, the Carpinteria Salt Marsh and Coal Oil
Point Reserve also provide a sanctuary for people.
Th y offer an escape from the buzz and bustle of
our busy lives, a place where nature lovers, hikers,
birders, photographers and artists can tap into the
timeless rhythms of the natural world. Th y are also
a precious glimpse of the past. This is what much of
the California coast once looked like more than a
century ago, and these reserves are an inspiring
example of what parts of it can still become.

“I think one of the most interesting things
about the reserve to me is that you have this
highly functioning natural ecosystem embedded
in a very urban landscape,” says Andrew Brooks,
biologist and director of the UCSB-administered
Carpinteria Salt Marsh Reserve since 2001. “The
marsh is surrounded by freeways, highways, small
businesses, houses, a school, and yet, if you walk
just a few hundred yards into the marsh, all of that
fades away…You can smell the ocean, see birds
feeding in the channels and hear crabs scuttling
along under the pickleweed.”
The Carpinteria Salt Marsh Nature Park,
owned and operated by the City of Carpinteria,
and the adjacent Land Trust section of the marsh
offer easy access for visitors to soak up these sights,
sounds and smells. Nature trails wend through the
dry grasses, and interpretative signs share details
about the ecosystems for self-guided tours. Farther
PHOTO BY MATT PERKO, UCSB OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS.

art of the University of California Santa Barbara
Natural Reserve System (NRS), these precious
P
pockets of wilderness are some of the last remnants

Carpinteria Salt Marsh

Biologist Andrew Brooks, has been the director of the
Carpinteria Salt Marsh Reserve since 2001.

Nicole Strasburg © 2017

Th usands of people drive the stretch of freeway
adjacent to the Carpinteria Salt Marsh every day,
but few are aware of the incredible transformation
that continues to take place less than a mile from
all the traffic.
Surrounded by development, the 230-acre
Carpinteria Salt Marsh is one of the last remaining coastal estuaries in California. Today, thanks
to extensive restoration efforts and the important
research conducted here, the marsh is known internationally in scientific circles. Several stakeholders work together to protect and enhance its
fragile habitats, including the UCSB Natural Reserve System, the City of Carpinteria, The Land
Trust for Santa Barbara County and the residents
who live along the edges of the marsh.

“Marsh Egret”

Carpinteria Salt Marsh Reserve
MontecitoMag.com

23

staff hopes to reintroduce another endangered
bird, the light-footed clapper rail. Over the years,
Joan has seen some fascinating sights, like a great
blue heron stalking a juvenile halibut and swallowing it “with its neck so swollen it looked like a salad
plate got stuck there.”
Andrew Brooks, too, has seen some memorable sights. In recent years, peregrine falcons and
brown pelicans have been spotted feeding in the
marsh. “Thirty years ago, this would have seemed
like an impossibility, as both of these species were
almost driven extinct due to the effects of DDT on
their eggs,” Andrew says. “To be able to see two
species in the marsh, now back from the brink of
extinction, along with other species such as osprey
and fiddler crabs, is always a rare treat.”
The marsh also benefits people. Changes in the
marsh can help us understand the effects of climate change, and the marsh itself provides flood
and shoreline protection, a critical factor as ocean
levels rise. Perhaps most important, it provides
habitat for many species of fish, like halibut, that
are a source of food for the human population. But
the marsh’s benefits for people run even deeper.
Hank Pitcher © 2016

into the Carpinteria Salt Marsh Nature Park, the
Land Trust bridge crosses Franklin Creek, providing refuge to flocks of swifts that dip and dive
along the water, as well as a perfect vantage point
for visitors to watch the ebb and flow of life in the
estuary below. Constantly replenished by tidal
flow, this now-healthy estuary provides sanctuary
for spawning stingrays, leopard sharks, juvenile
halibut and many other species of fish. Along the
muddy banks are crabs, clams, snails, insects and
rare plants, such as Ventura marsh milkvetch, once
thought to be extinct. The estuary’s fecundity is
one of the reserve’s most interesting features, and
the ever-changing conditions mean there is always
something different to see.
Joan Easton Lentz, teacher, author and naturalist, has led birding tours and classes in the
Carpinteria Salt Marsh for years. She has seen
plenty of rare species, including the reddish egret,
wood stork and, more recently, yellow-crowned
night herons. “It is so exciting that we have this
habitat remaining for these waterbirds to spread
to!” she says. The reserve is also home to a listed
bird species, Belding’s savannah sparrow, and the

“The Magic Forest”

Coal Oil Point Reserve
24
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“People spend the majority of their time these days
inside. We need natural areas to decompress, to get
outside and focus our eyes on things that are more
than three feet in front of us,” says Andrew. “The
marsh provides a place for people in the community to take a walk, watch an osprey at work or just
spend a moment in quiet thought.”

Coal Oil Point Reserve

PHOTO BY MATT PERKO, UCSB OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS.

Adjacent to UC Santa Barbara’s west campus, the
170-acre Coal Oil Point Reserve (COPR) is another
publicly accessible natural wonderland and the gateway to the wild and rugged Gaviota Coast. Established in 1970, the reserve encompasses surf-washed
Sands Beach, sea cliffs, coastal scrub, seasonal pools,
wetlands and wildflower-flecked sand dunes. Birdrich Devereux Slough lies at its heart.
“I have been painting and surfing here since the
Eisenhower administration,” says Hank Pitcher,
a Santa Barbara artist. “One of the most important things that has happened here in my lifetime
is the establishment of the Coal Oil Point Reserve
by UCSB. The area was becoming a trash dump for
beach parties, and I actually stopped going there for
a few years. Now, because of the COPR restoration,
it is my favorite place to paint, and I use it for classes
that I teach with scientists on campus to explore the
connections between art, science and nature.”
Cris Sandoval, director of Coal Oil Point Reserve says, “In the 1940s, all you could see were
oil rigs along here.” Cris has devoted 20 years to
restoring this reserve, painstakingly rehabilitating it as funds become available. So far, she has

Cris Sandoval, director of Coal Oil Point Reserve, has
been instrumental in rehabilitating the reserve for over
20 years.
MontecitoMag.com

25

from the sand and reveals a swarm of buzzing and
bouncing insects. “Over 20 species of invertebrates
live in the kelp,” she says. “Jumping spiders, beach
hoppers, kelp flies and beetles that you won’t find
anywhere else, and then the birds feed on them…
All this incredible biodiversity is right under the
kelp, and we don’t even pay attention because they
are hidden below the sand.”
Encouraging people to visit the reserve and
take the time to appreciate the biodiversity here,
as well as its natural beauty, is part of Cris’s mission. Self-guided tours are a great way for newcomers to explore the diffe ent habitats and look
for wildlife. A two-mile loop trail rings Devereux
Slough, with interpretive signs and downloadable
podcasts, and for those who want to dig a little
deeper, free two-hour guided tours are also available by reservation on the first Saturday of the
month. By the end of 2017, a new nature center
will be open, where visitors can learn about the
diffe ent features of the reserve and read about
the latest research.
Cris says that her favorite experiences along
this stretch of coast are observing the wildlife in
their daily routine and realizing they are just like
humans in so many ways. “This idea of seeing
humans as separate from other animals is just so
wrong. Th y need to find a mate, they need to have
kids and take care of them, they need to protect
their space, they need to feed. It’s exactly what we
live for…we have the same needs. This place connects us with the natural world.…”
Hank Pitcher © 2016

catalogued more than 1,000 diffe ent species of
animals and plants here, including rare species
like the globose dune beetle and dune spider and
a famous tiny bird that has achieved an almost
cult-like status. Historically, western snowy plovers nested along this stretch of coast, but human
impact drove them away, landing them a place on
the list of threatened species. Trying to balance
the public’s recreational desires with the preservation of the bird’s critical breeding habitat, Cris
roped off a stretch of beach along the sand dunes
where the tiny birds like to nest. That’s all it took.
Within the same year, breeding pairs returned to
the reserve for the first time in years.
“If you restore it, the birds and animals will
come!” says Joan Lentz, who also leads birding
tours at Coal Oil Point Reserve. Part of Audubon’s
Important Bird Area, the reserve is one of the
top birding spots west of the Rocky Mountains.
Unlike the Carpinteria Salt Marsh, this seasonally flooded tidal lagoon partially dries out in the
summer, forming salt flats, saline-rich ponds and
serpentine channels, but it still attracts a dazzling
diversity of species. “It is the most visited of all the
hotspots for birds in Santa Barbara County,” says
Joan. Birdwatching pullouts along Slough Road
make it easy to drive up, set up a scope, and watch
nature in action.
Birds are usually easy to see in the reserve, but
as with the Carpinteria Salt Marsh, life is everywhere and it isn’t always visible without taking
a closer look. Cris picks up a tangle of seaweed

“West to Point Conception”

Coal Oil Point Reserve
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Connection and Community

This feeling of being connected to the natural
world even while living in an urban area is one of
the most precious gift of both the Carpinteria Salt
Marsh and Coal Oil Point Reserve. Sitting quietly
in these restored wilderness areas and watching
life unfold, from a tiny sand hopper on windswept
Sands Beach to a majestic osprey catching a mullet
at Carpinteria Salt Marsh, is a powerful reminder
that nature wants to thrive and fl urish; we just have
to give it a chance. Where animals were vanishing,
now they are returning. Where waterways were
once filled with dirt for big developments, they now
flow freely, rich with life. Brought back to the wild,
these reserves are also a powerful reminder of what
passionate people can accomplish when they come
together for a common cause.
“Here in Santa Barbara…we have a very sophisticated group of nature lovers, naturalists and people who appreciate this sort of restoration,” says
Joan Lentz. “It’s very promising for the future.” u

Directions

Self-guided tours are available at both locations.
Coal Oil Point – public tours, first Saturday of
each month. Reservations required.
www.nrs.ucsb.edu/our-reserves

Carpinteria Salt Marsh Park
Exit Hwy. 101 at Linden Avenue and drive toward
the beach. Turn right at 3rd Street and continue
to Ash Avenue. Turn left and park on the street.

Coal Oil Point Reserve
Exit Hwy. 101 at Glen Annie/Storke Road and
drive on Storke Road toward the ocean.
• At the corner of Storke and El Colegio roads,
angle right onto Slough Road. Continue on
Slough Road toward the ocean.
• Turn left into Seaway Drive, after the Devereux
sign, then left into the parking lot.
• Guests must purchase a parking permit from
the “pay and display” machine in the West
Conference Center Lot 45.
• Parking is free along roads in Isla Vista, and in
the pullouts along Slough Road (visitors must
stay within view of their vehicle).

———————————————————
Hank Pitcher © 2016

Visit Sullivan Goss–An American Gallery in Santa
Barbara (www.sullivangoss.com) to view artwork by
Hank Pitcher and Nicole Strasburg.

———————————————————

“Egret and Blue Belly Lizard”

Coal Oil Point Reserve
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COURTESY SANTA BARBARA HISTORICAL MUSEUM / WILLIAM REYNOLDS.
COURTESY VEL MILLER COLLECTION / WILLIAM REYNOLDS.

Cowboy-Turned-Artist
Joe De Yong

Old Hat
By Mark Lewis

Like his mentor Charles M. Russell and good friend
Edward Borein, Joe De Yong was a cowboy-turned-artist
who hoped to preserve a faithful record of the vanishing
vaquero culture. De Yong’s biographer, William C. Reynolds,
has the same goal in mind.

A

MERICA IN 1962 was a place that still cherished its
screen heroes, most of whom wore cowboy hats.
William C. Reynolds turned 12 that year, and he had a
ringside seat for all the Old West action courtesy of his
father, a senior CBS network executive who oversaw the
production of Gunsmoke, Rawhide and other classic
westerns.
Of course, young Bill Reynolds knew that stars like
James Arness and Clint Eastwood were actors, not
actual cowboys. But one day, while tagging along with
his father, he encountered a deaf old man in an oldfashioned cowboy hat who looked like the genuine
article, except that he was armed with a pencil rather
than a pistol.
“He would just sit there and draw,” Reynolds says.
The man’s name was Joe De Yong, and he was indeed
an ex-cowboy, who earned a steady living in Hollywood
as a technical adviser on westerns.
30

Above – The Bronco (20 x 15,
oil on board) appeared on the
cover of The Literary Digest,
March 1925. The magazine
had initially wanted C.M.
Russell to create the piece,
but due to his ill health, his
wife Nancy Russell promoted
the work of her husband’s
protégé instead. Joe De Jong
sold the piece—his first work
of cover art—for $100.
Right – Paramount Studios
press photo of Joe De Yong
sketching costumes for Cecil
B. DeMille’s 1936 feature film
The Plainsman, starring Gary
Cooper as Wild Bill Hickok
and Jean Arthur as Calamity
Jane.

__________
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COURTESY BUCK AND LUCY BEERY / WILLIAM REYNOLDS.
COURTESY JAMES MAIN FINE ART.

Then nearing 70, and half a century removed from
his own ranch-hand days, De Yong still exuded the
authenticity of someone who had grown up in the West
among actual frontiersmen.
Authenticity was in fact his business, as an artist, an
artisan and a Hollywood consultant. Costume designers
would ask him what something should look like, and he
would draw them a picture. Literally.
Bill Reynolds found De Yong fascinating, but he never saw him again
and soon forgot about the encounter. Years later, after developing an
expertise in western art, he encountered costume sketches signed “Joe
De Yong” and remembered the old man with the cowboy hat and the
sketchpad.
“About 25 years ago, I started to see his work, and it brought it all
back,” Reynolds says.
Turns out that his life and De Yong’s had overlapped geographically as well as thematically. A Santa Ynez Valley resident since
1999, Reynolds is a regular participant in the annual Los Rancheros
Visitadores weeklong trail ride—and once upon a time, so was
De Yong, a longtime Santa Barbara resident before he moved to
Hollywood.
De Yong died in 1975, but his art survives, and he also left ehind
many letters and the manuscript of an unfinished autobiography.
32

Above – Bucking Bronc, Joe De
Yong. Pen and ink with watercolor,
circa 1935 to 1940.
Top – Glacier, watercolor on paper
by Joe De Yong, date unknown.
De Yong accompanied legendary
guide Howard Eaton on trail
rides to Glacier National Park and
painted plein air landscapes for the
other riders in the group.

____________
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JOSEPH FRANKLIN DE YONG was born near St. Louis, Missouri
in 1894 and grew up in the small town of Dewey in Indian Territory.
(It did not become the state of Oklahoma until 1907.) As a boy with a
talent for drawing, he feasted on illustrated magazines like Harper’s
and Collier’s that often featured cowboys on their covers. A cowboy
himself from the age of 13, De Yong scoffed at the inaccuracies
he spotted in illustrations by the famous Frederic Remington, an
Easterner who created his works in a studio in suburban New Rochelle,
NY. De Yong was more impressed by the work of Charlie Russell, a
former Montana ranch hand who maintained his studio in Great Falls,
on the edge of the vanishing frontier.
Closer to home, there was Tom Mix, an Oklahoma cowboy who
starred in a locally based Wild West show. In 1910, Mix was featured
as himself in Ranch Life in the Great Southwest, a film partly shot near
Dewey, which became a hit and led to Mix becoming Hollywood’s
first cowboy star. De Yong had a bit part as one of the cowboys in
the background, and he was quite taken with the sight of himself on
the big screen. In 1913 he traveled to Prescott, AZ, to join the cast
of a Mix two-reeler titled The Law and the Outlaw. But during its
filming, De Yong contracted meningitis, which left im weakened and
permanently deaf.
MontecitoMag.com
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With this material to work with, Reynolds began stitching together
Joe De Yong: A Life in the West, the first biography of this neglected
(yet highly collected) western artist.
“I’ve been working on this book for ten years,” Reynolds says. “I
hope to have it out by the end of the year.”
Why De Yong? As an artist, he did not rank with his friends
Charlie Russell and Ed Borein, those acknowledged masters of
cowboy imagery. But De Yong was an unsung link between their
version of the Old West and the Hollywood version, through which
the era lives on in the national memory.
“He was a passable artist,” Reynolds says. “I think he was more of
an illustrator than anything else. But he was truly a catalyst.”

Above – This saddle drawing is one
of several De Yong illustrations in
The Cowboy and His Interpreters by
Douglas Branch (D. Appleton &
Company, 1926). Charles Russell
and Will James also contributed
illustrations for this book.
Top – Joe De Yong sketching in
Judith Basin, Montana, 1928.

____________
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“He could read your lips, but he couldn’t hear you,” Reynolds says.
That was the end of De Yong’s cowboy career, both on the screen
and in real life. During his convalescence, he decided that if he could
not live the life he had chosen, he could still make a living from it as
an illustrator. He began sending his sketches to Russell, seeking advice
and support. He and his parents moved to Montana in 1914, and by
1916 he was in Great Falls, learning his trade from the master himself.
“He was Russell’s only protégé,” Reynolds says.
Russell saw the Old West vanishing before his eyes and was
determined to document it for future generations. De Yong
embraced Russell’s mission as his own and worked with him for 10
years. Through Russell, he met other well-known Western artists,
such as Ed Borein, and became good friends with Will Rogers, a
fellow Oklahoman who started out as a rodeo performer and now
was a nationally known vaudeville star, film actor and newspaper
columnist.
After Russell died in 1926, De Yong moved to Santa Barbara to
work with Borein. Like Borein, De Yong focused on the Old West,
and he still looked the part himself in the open-crown cowboy hat
that he always wore at a rakish angle. He continued to ply his trades
as an illustrator, painter, sculptor and pen-and-ink sketch artist, and
he also branched out into cowboy-related crafts, creating authentic
and beautifully decorated gear for well-to-do clients such as Silsby
Spalding of Tecolote Ranch in Goleta. (For more on Spalding and
Tecolote Ranch, see “Tecolote Treasure” on page 52 of this issue.)
De Yong was now at the center of a group of Old West artists
and enthusiasts that included many Hollywood figures, such as his
old friends Tom Mix and Will Rogers—and a new friend, director
Cecil B. DeMille, whom De Yong met through a Los Rancheros

Above – Joe De Yong in 1938 at
work on a stagecoach illustration,
part of a western mural at the
Rancheros Club, Studio 119 in El
Paseo in downtown Santa Barbara.
Top – Watercolor painted by Joe
De Yong in 1951 as a set sketch
during production for Shane
(1953), a film set in the high plains
near Jackson, Wyoming, and
Grand Teton National Park.

____________
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Visitadores ride. DeMille often made period films, and he was a
stickler for accuracy. He hired De Yong to design the costumes for
The Plainsman, a 1936 film starring Gary Cooper, and thus launched
De Yong’s three-decade career as a technical adviser on Hollywood
westerns.
Among the classic films he worked on was Red River (1948),
starring John Wayne and Montgomery Clift. The irector, Howard
Hawks, depended on De Yong’s individualized costume concepts to
help the audience distinguish one cowboy from another.
“Whenever I made a western, I had Joe De Yong, who was a
protégé of Charlie Russell, draw sketches of every character,” Hawks
once told an interviewer. Another high point of De Yong’s Hollywood
career was Shane (1953), starring Alan Ladd, with Jack Palance as a
memorable villain. Film scholar David Th mson, in his book The New
Biographical Dictionary of Film, admires Ladd’s buckskin suit and
Palance’s black boots—but Th mson gives all the credit to the film’s
costume designer, Edith Head, and marvels that the same woman
who designed stylish gowns for Grace Kelly in Rear Window, Audrey
Hepburn in Breakfast at Tiffany’s and Kim Novak in Vertigo had the
range to handle a western, too. Edith Head was indeed a versatile
talent, but on Shane, she had an ace in the hole: Joe De Yong.
The dvent of television opened up new opportunities for De Yong,
as westerns began to dominate the prime-time schedule. But by the
late ’60s, the genre was in decline. De Yong’s last job was on El Dorado
(1967), another Howard Hawks movie starring John Wayne.
“When they stopped making westerns, Joe stopped working,”
Reynolds says.

Above – Resting under Shade by
Joe De Yong, a 1950s pen and
ink sketch for the Rancheros
Visitadores. In addition to his
other artistic talents, Joe De Yong
was a cartoonist. According to Bill
Reynolds, “No blank piece of paper
was safe when Joe was around.”
Top – At The Gate by Joe De Yong,
an undated scene sketch for a
movie, possibly Shane.

____________
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More awards than any other hotel/resort in the United States.

#1 Favorite Leisure Hotel Anywhere in the world ... Forbes
#1 Resort in the United States ... Travel + Leisure
#1 Top 20 U.S. Hideaways ... Andrew Harper
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#1 Top 20 Food + Wine Resorts ... Andrew Harper
#1 Most Romantic Restaurant ... Santa Barbara News-Press
#1 Diner’s Choice ... Open Table
Grand Award - Stonehouse Restaurant ... Wine Spectator
Hall of Fame Award ... TripAdvisor
900 SAN YSIDRO LANE, SANTA BARBARA, CA
805-565-1700
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WHEN JOHN REYNOLDS died at his home in Montecito in 2008,
his obituary noted that the retired TV executive had been working
with his son Bill on a documentary about Ed Borein’s early years.
Finishing up that Borein film is still on Bill’s agenda, after he
publishes his De Yong book. Like his father, the younger Reynolds is a
devotee of the Old West.
“For me, the cowboy has always been about the imagery of selfreliance,” he says. Cowboy culture “is very American. It’s something
that we own as a country.”
While John was a broadcasting pioneer who rose to the top at CBS
and later ran Paramount’s TV unit, Bill is more of a print guy. In a
sense, he represents a return to the pre-Hollywood days when the
West was mythologized by magazines that featured illustrations by
Russell, Borein, Maynard Dixon—and Joe De Yong.
“It was all driven by publishing,” Reynolds says.
As De Yong was riding off nto the sunset in the ’70s, Reynolds
was just getting started. Emerging from California Institute of the
Arts in 1977 with a master’s degree in graphic design, he worked as an
art director for A&M Records and then went into advertising, with a
focus on the western and equestrian industry. Eventually shifting into
writing and publishing, he landed at Cowboys & Indians magazine
and later published the bimonthly Ranch & Reata. He is the author or
co-author of a number of books, including The Faraway Horses, The
Art of the Western Saddle and The Cowboy Hat Book. Appropriately
enough, a cowboy hat, modeled on Joe De Yong’s, will figure in the
promotion of his next book, the biography of the artist.
“Rand’s Hats of Billings, Montana, is making a limited edition of
his hat to coincide with the book launch,” Reynolds says.
Ranch & Reata magazine ceased publication in 2016, but Reynolds
continues to focus on the Old West as an author, a journalist, a filmmaker
and an internet radio producer. Like Joe De Yong, he has served as a
technical adviser on Hollywood westerns, including Robert Redford’s
The Horse Whisperer. And, also like De Yong, he is motivated in part by
an urge to document the cowboy ways before they are forgotten.
“That’s been my professional life,” he says.
The hallenge today is to make cowboy culture seem relevant to
young people who didn’t grow up on a diet of TV westerns and have
never seen a John Ford film.
“We are seeing a real demographic shift,” Reynolds says. “The
interest is waning, pretty dramatically. It’s a real problem.”
Earlier this year, Reynolds co-curated In the Saddle: Horses, Santa
Barbara and the Way of the West at the Santa Barbara Historical

Above – After Bill Reynolds
found Joe De Yong’s letters and
an unfinished autobiography
manuscript, he began putting
together a book, Joe De Yong: A
Life in the West, the first biography
of this neglected (yet highly
collected) western artist.
Top – Post Office mural in
Gatesville, TX, Off to Northern
Markets, 1939, by Joe De Yong.
From the Texas Post Office Murals:
Art for the People by Philip Parisi,
(2004) Texas A&M University
Press. The Texas Post Office Murals
was one of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s public relief projects
to inspire Americans to rebuild
their lives. Artists were employed
to beautify the walls of public
buildings with positive images of
American life and history.
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Museum. Th exhibit focused on the rancho era from 1821 to 1850,
“when vaquero horsemanship reined supreme,” and also on the
ways that local enthusiasts maintain a connection to that era by
participating in Old Spanish Days events in Santa Barbara—especially
El Desfile Historico, which the exhibit labeled “the largest equestrian
parade in the country.”
Joe De Yong was represented in the exhibit by a pair of batwing
chaps from the 1930s, decorated and signed by the artist with his
electric needle. Ed Borein was there, too, with his etching End of the
Race and with the charro saddle that he is thought to have used while
riding in Old Spanish Days parades. Technically, that saddle was not
part of the In the Saddle exhibit—it was (and still is) on display nearby
in the museum’s new Borein gallery, which proclaims its purpose by
highlighting a quote from the artist:
“I will leave an accurate history of the West, nothing else but that.
If anything isn’t authentic or just right, I won’t put it in my work.”
That Borein quote could also have served as a motto for his friend
Joe De Yong—and for Bill Reynolds, too. u

Above – This modern cowboy hat is
modeled after the one worn by Joe
De Young. Rand’s Hats of Billings,
Montana is making a limited
edition of the hat to coincide
with publication of Bill Reynold’s
biography of Joe De Yong.
Top – Detail of Sunset, an undated
watercolor on board painting by
Joe De Yong.
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Never Too Old

“You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream.”
– C. S. Lewis

Finding The Inner Artist
By Karen Hastings

S

A
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anta Barbara’s rich natural beauty and
vibrant art scene inspire creativity—
especially for local senior citizens. With time
on their hands and passion in their hearts,
residents of Vista del Monte, The Samarkand
and Casa Dorinda retirement communities can
indulge in a diverse array of artistic pursuits,
from ceramics and sculpture to painting,
papier-mâché, pottery and jewelry making.
“People of all ages receive many benefits
from creative endeavors,” says Melissa Gill
Hausz, Casa Dorinda’s Activities Director. “The
specific benefits have been well documented
in helping people live happier, healthier lives,
which in turn may help us live longer.” Studies
show that creative projects stimulate the
mind, hone hand-eye coordination and provide
a sense of purpose and well-being. Engaging
in creative activities also enhances social
connections through the sharing of ideas and
common interests. Whether nurturing lifelong
artistic skills or discovering new expressions
of creativity, Santa Barbara senior citizens are
never too old to embrace their inner artist.

Vista del Monte

t Vista del Monte, artistic inspiration is everywhere: in the peaceful park-like setting, the
fragrant pines and redwoods and the panoramic
mountain vistas for which the center is named. In
the third-floor art studio, residents polish their skills
with creative arts classes and activities such as jewelry making, painting and seasonal crafts, and the
sun-splashed balcony here is the perfect vantage

point to soak up the views. In the woodworking
shop, artists craft creations from hardwoods, gathering inspiration from the surrounding botanical beauty. “Vista del Monte has helped my artistic
journey in a myriad of ways; a studio area to paint
in, a room for an art show, special receptions for my
friends and neighbors and an abundance of support
from the staff,” says resident Marilou Shiells.

Top – A Vista del Monte resident hones his skills in the woodworking shop.
Bottom – Creating art for exhibitions at Vista del Monte brings joy to resident artists.
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This is me.
A dry sense of humor.

A penchant for camembert.
camembert.
The quiet company of a good dog.
The

A serious crossword puzzle habit.
A sharpened no. 2 pencil.
A pot of violets.
Vista del Monte

This is my community. Here, I am free to discover, learn and do
what I love, in the company of good friends. There’s a whole-person
approach to wellness—mind, body and spirit. In this beautiful
neighborhood, set amid tall pines and just a few miles from the
beach, I feel fulfilled, whole. At Vista del Monte, I’m home.
INDEPENDENT LIVING
MEMORY SUPPORT

ASSISTED LIVING
SKILLED NURSING

NONPROFIT CONTINUING CARE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

3775 Modoc Road, Santa Barbara, CA 93105
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OPPORTUNITY
HOUSING PROVIDER
CA License # 425800464
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With a focus on whole person wellness, Vista
del Monte nurtures natural curiosity and a love of
learning. “Our creative arts program encourages
artists to continue to pursue their artistic interests
and hobbies while offering many new opportunities to explore and learn new skills,” says Carolyn
Bruce, Vista del Monte’s Sales & Marketing Director. “Research tells us that following your creative
spirit can decrease stress, improve mood, lower
blood pressure and cultivate your social life.”
Connecting with others through art is a key
facet of life at Vista del Monte. In the Los Padres
Lounge, artists mingle at a bimonthly reception,
where they can share their creative journey with

others and view exhibits of their latest creations
in the lounge. Resident Claire Chytillo says, “I
have continued to help with the art exhibits and
I am always amazed at how much talent we have
right here. The spectrum goes from folk art to
photography to collage to oil painting.” Another
resident, accomplished artist Rica Coulter, has
transformed her apartment into an art studio and
a mini-museum, where she proudly displays her
artistic creations to friends and neighbors. Peggy
Buchanan, Vitality Wellness Program Coordinator at Vista del Monte says, “The best thing about
our program is seeing the joy that comes to people
when they are able to use their creative skills.”

PHOTO BY TRAVIS DUNN. COURTESY CASA DORINDA.

Casa Dorinda

B

ubbling fountains, manicured gardens and
magnificent Spanish-Mediterranean architecture set the scene for residents to pursue their artistic
passions at Casa Dorinda in Montecito. The center
features four specialized art studios: Arts & Crafts,
Painting, Jewelry and Ceramics & Sculpture.
Classes, led by in-house instructors as well as local
artisans and professional artists, help residents connect with their passions and express their creativity
through their chosen medium.
“We try everything!” says Activities Director
Melissa Gill Hausz, whose department recently
won the International Council on Active Aging
Innovators Award. In the Painting Studio, residents
enjoy landscape and still-life painting using watercolors and acrylics. Two resident jewelers run the
Jewelry Fabrication Studio, and in the Ceramics &

Sculpture Studio, budding artists learn to sculpt,
throw on the pottery wheel and craft hand-built
creations. Once bisque fired, they then glaze and
fire them in the studio kilns. Residents can also
send their sculpted work to a foundry to be cast in
bronze. In the Arts & Crafts Studio, activities such
as knitting, beading, sewing, creating ornaments
and even braiding lavender wands help keep aging
fingers nimble.
Accomplished artists love refining their skills at
Casa Dorinda, but first-time artists also find joy in
expressing their creativity and discovering hidden
talents. “We have seen many residents who hadn’t
had an opportunity to explore their creative side
earlier in life thrive in the studios when they ventured in to take a lesson or simply explore,” says
Melissa. “Building new competencies is always

Above – Casa Dorinda residents created this colorful 4’ x 8’ mural as a collaborative art project that now adorns the
Activities & Fitness Center. Individual 12” squares were painted by 32 Casa Dorinda residents.
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Inspired Living
Explore your creative side while enjoying a lifestyle tailored
to you and your future. Live well through a combination
of culture, arts, and intellectual stimulation.

Refined Retirement Living
casadorinda.org | 805 969 8011

Casa Dorinda is a private LifeCare community, type A CCRC, owned and operated by the Montecito Retirement Association, a nonsectarian,
nonprofit, tax-exempt organization. State of California Licenses RCFE #421700160, SNF #050000112, CCRC Certificate of Authority #126.
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important throughout life. It contributes to good
health, quality of life and overall satisfaction.”
Casa Dorinda residents also create decorations
for special events and in-house fundraisers, such as
Casa’s annual Holiday Bazaar. “Creating items to be

sold and turned into educational support for Casa
employees and their families helps make everyone
involved feel wonderful, and gives each a sense of
purpose,” says Melissa. “We are one large community, where everyone is welcome to join in.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE SAMARKAND.

The Samarkand

S

urrounded by peaceful koi ponds and lush gardens, The Samarkand offers an invigorating
creative arts program. From the poolside art studio, vistas of the Santa Ynez Mountains glow pink
and purple in the late afternoon light. Through the
windows, roses blush in shades of red and gold,
and lavender-hued trumpet vines frame views of
the sparkling pool. “The entire Samarkand campus
is an artist’s studio,” says Executive Director Bob
Howell. “At the end of every winding path, beneath
the 100-year-old magnolia tree and from the balconies, our residents find inspiration to create.”
The Samarkand’s creative arts program reflects
its rich history. World-famous musicians, actors,
authors and painters visited what used to be Th
Samarkand Persian Hotel in the 1920s, and today,
residents of The Samarkand share many of these
same talents or discover new skills as they explore
these art forms for the first time. Painting, ceramics, photography, flower arranging and tile mosaics are some of the activities on offer, and the center is home to a professional woodworking shop.
Exploring new ways to express creativity sparks a
sense of wonder as residents begin to see their surroundings with a fresh perspective. “This art experience has changed the way I look at the world,”

says Bill Macpherson.
“Resident programming is guided by our LifeConnect ® philosophy, which incorporates eight
dimensions of wellness—community, emotional,
intellectual, physical, social, spiritual, vocational
and resident/staff involvement,” says Bob Howell.
“Creative expression, whether through music, painting, writing or woodcarving, creates joy for our residents and improves their quality of life.” In the creative arts studio, residents use the pottery wheel and
kiln. Designing art for special fundraising events,
trying new activities and unearthing artistic energies instills residents with a sense of accomplishment and boosts their self esteem. “Art classes taught
by local artists have opened up new ways for me to
grow and express myself and have fun with art. I’m
so thankful!” says resident Ann Allen.
Artistic expression not only connects Santa
Barbara seniors with their community and contributes to good health and vitality, it brings joy to the
residents, whether they are lifelong artists or first
timers. Says Jennifer Leggitt, Resident Life Director at The Samarkand “Th se who don’t consider
themselves creative find they have an inner artist.
Our residents prove you’re never too old to learn,
create or try something new.” u

Above – Samarkand residents express their creativity in the light-filled art studio and professional woodworking shop.
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It’s easy to live large when
your worries are so few.
Enjoy carefree retirement
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There’s never been a better time
to take a look at The Samarkand.
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Marcia Burtt Painting

Historic Hacienda

Tecolote Treasure
Silsby Spalding’s historic hacienda still stands in Goleta’s Tecolote
Canyon, while his legendary collection of western saddles and
tack now ornaments the Carriage & Western Art Museum of Santa
Barbara, located in Pershing Park.
By Mark Lewis
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Marcia Burtt © 2017
COURTESY TOM PETERSON.

As an artist who specialized in replicating the Old
West, Joe De Yong took great pains to get it right. On
May 29, 1932, he sat down and wrote a letter assuring
his client (and friend) Silsby Spalding that the diorama
De Yong had just created of a Wells Fargo stagecoach
was completely authentic in every respect.
The artist noted that he had consulted elderly retired
stage drivers to ensure the accuracy of every detail of
his wood-and-resin model, which was destined for the
tack room at Spalding’s Tecolote Ranch in Goleta.
The actual coach—the “Ben Holladay,” made for
Wells Fargo in Concord, NH in 1868—was a historical
artifact by 1932, but De Yong’s artistry allowed
Spalding and his guests to admire the coach as it
would have looked in action, loaded with passengers
and freight, and hurtling along a rock-strewn trail
behind a six-horse team in full gallop.
MontecitoMag.com
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COURTESY SANTA BARBARA CARRIAGE AND WESTERN ART MUSEUM.
COURTESY TOM PETERSON.

is the belief of many ship model makers that
“It the
spirit of the dead ship enters into the

model of her,” De Yong wrote, “and while the ‘Ben
Holladay’ is still very much alive, though on the
retired list, I hope that whenever you feel a desire
to travel the trails of the past, you’ll trust Fancy to
hold the ribbons and step aboard.”
Th se days, that diorama—and De Yong’s letter—are on display at the Carriage and Western
Art Museum of Santa Barbara. (For more on Joe
De Yong and his art, see “Old Hat” on page 30 of
this issue.) Most of Spalding’s extraordinary collection of wagons, saddles and tack from the Old
West also has ended up at the museum.
“His collection was stellar—it was over the top,”
says Tom Peterson, the museum vice president and
curator. “We got almost everything.”
As for Tecolote Ranch itself, the bulk of its former acreage is now the site of the Rancho Embarcadero residential development; the Ritz-Carlton
Bacara, Santa Barbara resort and spa; and a big avocado ranch. But Spalding’s hacienda is still there,
up toward the head of the canyon. It, too, is now a
historical artifact, as well as a home, and current
owners Mark Linehan and Kim Schizas have taken
great pains to preserve its original look and feel.
Joe De Yong, one feels, would approve.
WHEN LAST SUMMER’S WHITTIER FIRE
crested the Santa Ynez Mountains ridgeline and
advanced down into the upper reaches of Tecolote
Canyon, Linehan was not unduly concerned about
his house.
“It’s just concrete and tile,” he says. “Th re’s no
wood.”
The house is a veritable fortress, and not by accident. Silsby Spalding wanted it that way.
“He built it to keep people out,” says Spalding’s
grandson Silsby Spalding Pelissero.
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Above – Circa 1931 Silsby Spalding in front of the original
Tecolote Ranch house before the Spalding family’s main
residence was built.
Top – Joe De Jong built this wood and resin model of
a coach and six horses for Silsby Spalding in 1932. The
coach and diorama setting were on display at the Tecolote
Ranch until recently, when the Deborah Spalding Pelissero
Family gifted the diorama to the Carriage & Western Art
Museum along with a letter from Joe to Silsby with details
about the construction process. The coach was named for
Ben Holladay, a pioneer stage man and railroad builder.
Right – Historic fountains and sundials in the garden near
the main house. Painting by Chris Chapman.
Page 53
Top – Marcia Burtt’s painting depicts the late afternoon
shadows in the ranch house courtyard.
Bottom, right – Mid-1930s view of the wide wraparound
porch that faces the courtyard on three sides.
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Spalding was born in Minneapolis in 1886,
but soon migrated to California, where he attended Pomona College and Stanford University,
and eventually found his way into the oil industry, working with the legendary Edward Doheny.
Along the way, he married Caroline Canfield,
better known as Carrie, a daughter of Doheny’s
partner, Charles Canfield. The Spaldings’ only
child, Deborah, was born in 1921.
In 1926, Silsby became the first mayor of Beverly Hills, where he and Carrie owned a mansion
called Grayhall that still stands today. Also in
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Above – Mid-1930s photo of the Tecolote Ranch interior
courtyard and fountain with a view down Tecolote
Canyon.
Left – Silsby Spalding sitting in a custom Visalia Supreme
Saddle made by the Visalia Stock Saddle Company in
1927. The Marduenos, a family of bit-and-spur craftsmen
in Santa Barbara, etched the Tecolote Ranch owl brand
into the custom silver bit.

1926, they acquired Tecolote Ranch, way off in the
wilds of western Goleta.
“He bought the ranch for my mother, to give her
a place to play,” says grandson Godwin J. Pelissero Jr.
Spalding also used the ranch to raise horses
and to house his increasingly fabulous collection
of artistically wrought saddles and tack.
Tecolote is a word for owl in Mexico and Central
America. The Tecolote Canyon property originally
was part of the Rancho Dos Pueblos land grant issued to Nicolas Den during California’s Mexican
period (1821–1848). During the course of many
lawsuits, the original rancho was split up into
several smaller ranches, including the Spaldings’
spread, which they called Tecolote Ranch. An avid
yachtsman, Silsby Spalding contemplated building a
marina there, but his plans changed when his ocean
frontage turned out to be part of the fabulously productive Ellwood Oil Field, discovered in 1928. He
and Carrie leased their beachfront bonanza to an oil
company and built themselves a house way up the
canyon, with views of the mountains rather than of
the oil derricks down at the shore.
To design this house they hired architect William Mooser III, who in partnership with his father
had just designed and built the county’s new courthouse, the Spanish Colonial Revival masterpiece
Montecito Magazine Fall 2017 – Winter 2018
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on Anacapa Street that still ornaments downtown
Santa Barbara. The county’s only other Mooserdesigned building is the Spaldings’ magnificent
Spanish-style hacienda in Tecolote Canyon, built
in the early 1930s with reclaimed roof tiles from
Mission La Purísima Concepción in Lompoc.
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TheSpaldings’ one-story, seven-bedroom house
sat on foundations set 45 feet deep, with built-in
shock absorbers to help it ride out any repeat of
the 1925 earthquake that devastated Santa Barbara. The Spaldings had elaborate wrought-iron
grills bolted to all the windows, and surrounded
the house with a formidable wall to deter would-be
kidnappers who might try to rob their cradle, as
someone recently had robbed that of the famous
aviator Charles Lindbergh.
“It’s a big wall with broken glass at the top,”
Godwin Peliserro Jr. recalls.
Silsby Spalding was an aviator himself and a very
rich man. He was also a very careful man when it
came to ensuring the safety of his family at their
Tecolote retreat. Or perhaps it was Carrie who demanded the extra security, given that her mother
had been murdered at her family’s Los Angeles
home by a disgruntled ex-employee. The precautions Carrie and Silsby took at Tecolote might
seem excessive—but not even an outright paranoid could have foreseen the events of February
23, 1942, when the Spaldings’ bucolic ranch was
Montecito Magazine Fall 2017 – Winter 2018

John Iwerks © 2017

NOT WHAT YOU NEED,
BUT WHAT YOU WANT.

Above – Tecolote Ranch house entrance. Current
owner Mark Linehan recently reacquired the original
decorative front doors (left). In the 1930s Silsby
Spalding hired local Goleta blacksmith, Jim Smith to
craft the doors; Smith spent five years fabricating them
along with other carbon-steel ornamental hardware,
grillwork and a fence around the property.

shelled by the Imperial Japanese Navy.
Just after 7 p.m. that evening, the submarine
I-17 surfaced in the Santa Barbara Channel and set
to work with its 5.5-inch deck gun in the first attack by a foreign power on the continental United
States since the War of 1812. The shells, which did
little damage, were meant for the Ellwood Oil Field
facilities, but one of them overshot the mark and
exploded on the Tecolote Ranch. Another shell hit
the ranch, but failed to explode and was retrieved
intact by ranch foreman Pete Venznor (an uncle
of baseball superstar Ted Williams, who visited
the ranch several times as a boy). After being disarmed, the shell ended up on display in the Spaldings’ house, a souvenir of the ranch’s historic encounter with the I-17.
MontecitoMag.com
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DEBORAH SPALDING was at Stanford at the time,
studying journalism. She later worked as a reporter
for the San Francisco Chronicle until 1946, when she
married Godwin J. Pelissero and they retreated to
Tecolote Ranch to raise a family, which eventually
included four children: Ellen, Candace, Silsby and
Godwin Jr. After the paterfamilias Silsby Spalding
died in 1949, his widow, Carrie, split her time between the ranch and Beverly Hills, but Deborah’s
family lived there year-round. The children attended Laguna Blanca School in Hope Ranch.
“It was a long way from civilization, as it were,”
Godwin Pelissero Jr. says of the ranch. “We didn’t
really have any neighbors.”
Tecolote “was a real ranch,” recalls Silsby Pelissero, who says his parents grew walnuts and alfalfa
and raised cattle there and lit smudge pots to save
their orange groves on cold nights.
Silsby also notes that Haskell’s Beach in Goleta,
named for local surfer Mike Haskell, actually was
part of the Tecolote Ranch.
“That was our beach,” he says.
The big Refugio Fire of September 1955 failed to
burn the family out, although it came close. But they
finally sold out in 1959, when Deborah and Godwin Pelissero moved their family to Hope Ranch.
Deborah died in 2011, and Godwin a year later. As
for their children, Ellen now lives in San Leandro,
Candace in Palo Alto, Silsby in Marin County and
Godwin Jr. on Maui. (Deborah’s mother, Carrie
Spalding, died in 1970 in Orange County.)
Meanwhile, the family’s former Goleta ranch
was broken up for development. The Mooserdesigned hacienda remains a private home, surrounded by 24 acres of gardens and orchards.
Since 2012, it has belonged to Schizas and Linehan,
a developer who owns Camino Real Marketplace
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A 1937 issue of Country Life Magazine included a photo
of the Tecolote Ranch Tack Room. The Carriage and
Western Art Museum of Santa Barbara has recreated the
Spalding tack room in an exhibit with photos, Mardueno
spurs, a silver concho belt, the original chairs and a shell
fired at the ranch by a Japanese submarine in 1942. All
exhibit items were donated by the Peliserro family.

in Goleta. Intrigued by the hacienda’s history, the
couple reacquired some of its original fixtures, including a pair of wrought–iron doors that weigh
500 pounds each.
“We’ve hosted a lot of charity events there,”
Linehan says.
Th re are no horses on the ranch today, and Silsby Spalding’s ornately decorated “Visalia Supreme”
saddle now resides under glass at the carriage museum in Pershing Park, along with most of the rest
of his collection. The museum has recreated part
of Spalding’s tack room, complete with the carved
owls that once graced its mantelpiece. Take a close
look at that cylindrical metal object on the floor
nearby, which has nothing to do with the Old West.
It’s the unexploded shell that the I-17 lobbed into
the Spalding ranch during World War II.
Other Tecolote tack-room relics at the museum
include artist Edward Borein’s epic frieze depicting
the history of the horse in California and Joe De
Yong’s dramatic diorama depicting the “Ben Holladay” stagecoach in action.
“Joe De Yong spent 1,500 hours making that
stagecoach, even before he put the people in it,”
Tom Peterson says.
Long a Pelissero family treasure, the diorama
now is available to the public at the carriage museum, where it will fire the imagination of anyone who
accepts De Yong’s suggestion to “trust Fancy to hold
the ribbons and step aboard.” u
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UCSB Arts & Lectures

New Theater Series Sings & Soars
UCSB Arts & Lectures is offering a selection of four highly acclaimed, inventive productions spanning
dance, music and the spoken word. The Theater Series, which is curated by A&L Executive Director
Celesta Billeci, will debut global performances that demonstrate a rare breadth of artistry.
By Adele Menichella

O

n February 7, the French-Canadian Cirque
Éloize presents Saloon, an acrobatic Wild
West adventure set to songs from Johnny Cash
and Patsy Cline. Performers soar on the Granada
Theatre stage in a high-thrills pursuit that takes
chase scene choreography to new heights.
Two nights later, comedian, actor and noted
filmmaker (Don’t Think Twice) Mike Birbiglia
blends storytelling and stand-up comedy in Th
New One (February 9).
Innovative theater group Charleroi Danses
presents Kiss & Cry on April 7 & 8. This ambitious
production blurs the boundaries between artistic
disciplines to create a “ravishingly beautiful”
(Th Boston Globe) piece about memory and love.
An elegant pas de deux of dancing fingers on

miniature landscapes ingeniously blends film,
music and theater.
Th final two shows in the Theater Series,
performed by New York-based theater troupe
Bedlam, are Saint Joan (April 19) and Hamlet
(April 20). Choose between two classic iconic
figures: George Bernard Shaw’s steadfast
rebel, Joan, who challenged the Church,
and William Shakespeare’s dark, enigmatic
Prince of Denmark. Bedlam is known for its
“adventurously pared-down aesthetic” (New
York Times) and is a standout among critics and
audiences alike.
Reserve seats to all four Theater Series
productions for 20% savings off ticket price.

For more information or to make a gift, call 805-893-3535 or visit ArtsAndLectures.UCSB.edu

Theater se r i e s

SAVE 20%

All the world’s a stage in these mesmerizing
tales of wit, whimsy and wonder

Purchase the series and SAVE 20%
(Single tickets also available)

Cirque Éloize
Saloon

Wed, Feb 7 / 7 PM / Granada Theatre

Mike Birbiglia
The New One

Fri, Feb 9 / 8 PM / Granada Theatre

Kiss & Cry

Sat, Apr 7 / 8 PM / Granada Theatre
Sun, Apr 8 / 3 PM / Granada Theatre
(choose one date)

Bedlam

Saint Joan

Thu, Apr 19 / 7 PM / Campbell Hall

Hamlet

Corporate Season
Sponsor:

(805) 893-3535 / www.ArtsAndLectures.UCSB.edu
MontecitoMag.com

Fri, Apr 20 / 7 PM / Campbell Hall

(choose Saint Joan or Hamlet performance)
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By Lilibeth D. Caplinger

Bridal Services
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Hair & Makeup

Color, Cut, High or Low Lights
Hair Extensions, Face Waxing, Nails
Perm, Blow Dry & Brazilian Blowout

805 . 335 . 2441
1470 East Valley Rd, Suite C (2nd floor) • Upper Village, Montecito

lilibethsalonhairandmakeup.com

“Read a book, it’s good for you,
Buy a book, it’s good for us!”

TECOLOTE
BOOK SHOP
Since 1925

Celebrating 90 Years
in the community

OUR STAFF IS
HELPFUL, FRIENDLY & KNOWLEDGEABLE!
WE PROMOTE LOCAL WRITERS
1470 EAST VALLEY ROAD

969-4977 tecolotebookshop.com
Located in the Upper Village of Montecito
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Elegant French Country Manor Estate
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Cover Artist…

Nicole Strasburg

By George Yatchisin • Art by Nicole Strasburg

Painting Toward the Essential
“The ast five or six years, her brushstrokes have become more
apparent in her work, becoming part of the pattern of the clouds or the
sea. That also helps push her more toward abstraction.”
– Susan Bush, contemporary curator for Sullivan Goss–An American Gallery

Nicole Strasburg, this issue’s cover artist, is all

about essentials. “I feel my paintings strive for a
very universal feel,” she describes. “If you’re looking at a river, somebody from Washington says,
‘That’s Washington,’ somebody from California
says, ‘That’s California.’ I’m looking for that universal sense of place.”
That sense stems from her identity as a studio artist, despite predominantly painting nature
scenes. Beyond, as she says, “Not wanting to have

to spend two hours dragging all my gear out to the
right spot,” she also believes, “plein air makes me
feel I have to be true to the subject. In the studio, I
take a series of photographs from my subject and
start piecing them together.”
Susan Bush, the contemporary curator for Sullivan Goss–An American Gallery, who represents
Nicole and also owns six of her paintings, puts the
Strasburg touch this way: “Santa Barbara is rampant
with landscape and seascape painters, so the ques-

tion becomes: how do they set themselves apart?
Nicole’s landscapes take on a rare contemporary
feel; she paints on birch, and then doesn’t frame the
work. She also either usually has a very high horizon line or a very low horizon line, so there’s lots of
sky or lots of land or ocean in each painting. That
pushes her painting more toward the abstract. Th
last five or six years, her brushstrokes have become
more apparent in her work, becoming part of the
pattern of the clouds or the sea. That also helps push
her more toward abstraction.”
Born in Salt Lake City, Nicole and her family
moved to Santa Barbara when she was four, when
her father was hired by UC Santa Barbara’s Th ater
Department as a set and lighting design teacher.
Nicole’s path to her art career tended to be one of
exploration and discovery. Unlike some artists
who seem born with a brush in hand, she says, “I
always loved math more than anything. It wasn’t
until I was 16 in high school that a teacher picked
me out and put me in an advanced placement art
class.” That was Dos Pueblos High School’s Audie
Love, who helped Nicole put together a portfolio
as she applied for college.
Nicole entered UCSB as an engineering student, but quickly changed her major to art. She
says, “Despite being the youngest of four, I was the
first to go to college. My parents were thrilled to
think I was going to have a stable career and were
disappointed when I changed my plans.” The campus was familiar to Nicole, as she had hung out
with her father at the scene shop. But she admits
to feeling a bit self-taught, saying, “Intro to Painting was mostly ‘here are your materials, have ten
paintings done by the end of the quarter.’ At other
places, students only mixed paints all quarter. It
can be a struggle—I make tons of mistakes, not
given things in those early classes.”
Nicole often worked in charcoal as a student and
then also became fascinated with printmaking. “It’s
very left-brain and feeds my love of mathematics—
it’s ten percent inspiration and the rest alchemy,” she
says. “Printmaking makes you slow down.”
That slower pace differs from Nicole’s usual process as an oil painter, which involves many moving
parts moving at the same time. As she works in the
airy studio her husband, Bill Marazita, built her
behind their home, she faces a wall of works-inprogress. “All these paintings are talking to me; my
job is to listen and follow,” she says. “Some have
one coat of paint and some are closer to being finished. I like to build a whole show together.”
Determining what “finished” means can be
tricky, but Nicole has a technique to help her there,
too. “Usually I have one piece in my stacks I love
and love to look at,” so she says she puts that one
on the wall, too. “It reminds me that I can finish.
MontecitoMag.com
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I like having one painting that really sings for me,
that calms the voices that say, ‘You’re not a real
painter.’” Eventually all the works on the wall
move to a more finished state, for, as she keenly
observes, “perfect can really kill being good.”
Working in a series is important because “I just
don’t think that one painting can say enough,” she
claims. When a series starts, I get very excited—

it’s not enough to do one painting for a subject,
I just go all in. I will do some editing. Obviously
not everything is a masterpiece, and inspiration
changes during the project. Sometimes the last
ones are too much. Sometimes they just drop off
the brush and you’re the conduit—that doesn’t
happen enough. A lot of my paintings are great
sanded underpaintings.”
Nicole’s modesty hides an important key to
her art, if you ask curator Susan Bush, who says,
“Because of the very sturdy surface of the birch
wood, she can sand off layers—you can’t do that
on canvas or you go through the canvas. You can
get more layers of paint and that adds to the depth
and soul of the work.”
“I feel humble and simplistic with my approach,
in my little cubbyhole making my work,” sums up
the self-proclaimed “surf girl,” who worked as a
lifeguard at Carpinteria’s Ash Avenue beach back
in her college days. “I want to draw attention to
the land and protect it, but even that’s a quiet message—I’m hoping that beauty says a lot about the
importance of protecting that beauty.” u

DOWNLOAD THE APP!

TIM DAHL
REAL ESTATE

www.TimDahl.com

Tim@TimDahl.com 805.886.211

Nicole Strasburg’s artwork can be seen at
Sullivan Goss–An American Gallery, 11 E. Anapamu
Street, Santa Barbara, CA, (805) 730-1460.
Nicole’s websites: www.nicolestrasburg.com and
www.rose-compass.com.
MontecitoMag.com
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Art, Wine & Food
Art,
Wine
&
Food

D

uring fall and winter when temperatures
dip, the local arts scene heats up. It’s the
perfect time to grab a sweater and head out to
explore works by Santa Barbara area artists and
shop for locally made holiday gifts.
Oliver and Espig Gallery of Fine Arts
(oliverandespig.com) has offered unique
and rare colored gemstones, jewelry and art
for more than 40 years and always merits a
visit. Their gallery now includes a boutique
devoted to South Sea golden pearls. A ring
featuring a stunning 15.33mm golden pearl
recently won Oliver and Espig their second
consecutive American Gem Trade Association
SPECTRUM Award, a prestigious honor in the
jewelry world akin to an Oscar in the movie
industry.
Another must-stop is The Santa Barbara
Company (santabarbaracompany.com), a
treasure trove of fine gifts and artisan goods
with an emphasis on all things local. Housed in
a charming 100-year-old bungalow, The Santa
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By Nancy Ransohoff
Art by Cheryl Ambrecht
(Gallery Los Olivos / CherylAmbrechtArt.com)

Barbara Company showcases local olive oil,
fragrant organic wine-inspired soaps, artisanal
chocolates, beautiful gift-worthy art and
books and more. The company hand delivers
specialty gift baskets locally and ships to other
destinations.
For a festive dose of holiday spirit, step
into Lewis & Clark in historic La Arcada Plaza.
Filled to the brim with unique and whimsical
merchandise, the shop offers well-chosen
holiday items, jewelry, table linens, picture
frames, vintage silver and more. And ‘tis the
season—bring the family to the La Arcada
Plaza annual Christmas Walk on Wednesday,
November 29th from 5 to 8 pm. You’ll find
holiday cheer for all, with photos with Santa,
strolling carolers, local musicians and seasonal
treats.
Artist-owned 10 West Gallery features new
Montecito Magazine Fall 2017 – Winter 2018

works every month, opening receptions
during downtown 1st Thursday art walks, 5 to
8 pm. On view from November 24 through
December 26 is NOW! Contemporary Art with
works by nearly 20 artists plus special guest
Rebecca Russell pottery by the artisans of Mata
Ortiz, Mexico. Join the artists at the opening
reception on Thursday, December 7th, 5 to
8pm (10westgallery.com).

Portico Gallery

Montecito

Notable California and National Artists,
Art Classes, Custom Framing
A destination for art lovers; longest established gallery on Coast
Village Road. Th Cowboy & Th
Lady exhibit November 2 – 30,
featuring oil paintings by Dennis
Newell (right) and Jordan Pope,
exploring dualities of styles and
subjects, energy and action versus
the beautiful and serene. Continuing Monday & Tuesday art classes.

1235 Coast Village Road ........................... 695-8850
PorticoFineArt.com / see ad, page 17
Open Mon–Sat 11 to 5

Kathryne Designs

Interior Design, Art, Furniture & More
Design inspiration in a home-like
setting: home accessories, gifts
pillows, antiques, lamps, tabletop,
design books. Art by Ellie Freudenstein, Dorene White, Kathleen
Elsey, Ruth Hoag (right), Brigitte
Curt, Sherry Bevan, Carolyn Paterson. Archipelago candles, Simon Pearce glassware. Custom
furniture & fabrics.

1225 Coast Village Road, Suite A ............ 565-4700
KathryneDesigns.com
Open Mon–Sat 10 to 5; Sun 11 to 5

Bella Vista Restaurant at Four Seasons Resort
The Biltmore Santa Barbara

Spectacular Oceanfront Dining
Contemporary Italian menu: fresh
California ingredients by Executive Chef Marco Fossati. Seasonal
menu features house-made pasta,
gluten-free options, house-cured
charcuterie and extensive wine list.
New Moroccan-themed private
Luna Terrace for up to 8 guests–
advance reservations required.

Open daily: Breakfast from 7, Lunch (Mon–Sat) from 11:30,
Sunday Brunch 10 to 1:30, Dinner Thurs–Mon from 5,
High Tea Fri–Sat 2 to 4

1260 Channel Drive..........................969-2261 or 565-8237
FourSeasons.com/SantaBarbara / see ad, page 79
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Upstairs at Pierre Lafond

Handpicked gifts and home interiors
Buyer Shelley Koury has put together an eclectic boutique with
gifts books, home furnishings
and art (Karen Bezuidenhout,
right), also children’s and men’s
collections. Upstairs is one
of the Pierre Lafond/Wendy
Foster shops at Plaza del Sol:
two women’s clothing shops,
a market, deli, coffee bar and the
Montecito Wine Bistro.

516 San Ysidro Road .................................. 565-1503
Upstrs.com / see ad, page 6
Open daily 9 to 8

Oliver and Espig Gallery of Fine Arts

Fine Jewelry, Golden Pearls, Paintings, Sculpture
Located next to Tecolote Book
Shop in the Upper Village. Colored gemstones and award-winning jewelry by Ingerid Ekeland,
Munsteiner, Claudia Kretchmer,
Judy Evans. Displaying the largest and fi est collection of Golden
Pearl jewelry. Sculpture by Robert Ervin (right). Oil paintings by
Claire Duncan, Annie Hoffman,
Claire Espig and Oleg Ardimasov.
1482 East Valley Road, Suite 50 ............... 962-8111
OliverAndEspig.com / see ad, page 25
Open Mon–Fri 11 to 5

Village Frame & Gallery

Antique & Contemporary Artwork; Quality Frames
Museum-quality framing for
50 years. Works by California
artists Jannene Behl, Kathleen Elsey, Priscilla Fossek,
Patrick Korch, Jeremy Harper, Grace Schlesier, Richard
Schloss; photography by TC
Reiner. Large selection of antique
prints, mirrors, unique photo
frames. see ad, page 14
1485 East Valley Road................................ 969-0524
Open Mon–Fri 9 to 5; Sat 11 to 3

Montecito Executive Services

Personal Attention, Global Service
One easy, convenient stop for all
your holiday shipping. House
watch, home mail pickup, temporary mail box, mail forwarding.
Owner Mary Ortega has been
packing and shipping high-value
artwork and antiques for over 15
years. Custom crating and boxing; fast, easy shipping.

1482 East Valley Road................................ 969-7753
MontecitoExecutive.com
71

William Laman

Furniture · Garden · Antiques
Ever-changing selection of antiques, accessories for home and
garden. One-of-a-kind distinctive
pieces refl ct a sense of understated elegance and an exceptional
eye for detail. View the latest inspirations for living with style.
You’ll fi d not what you need, but
what you want.

1496 East Valley Road................................ 969-2840
WilliamLaman.com / see ad, page 59
Open Mon–Sat 10 to 5; Sun 11 to 5

San Ysidro Ranch

A Romantic Hideaway
World-renowned hotel, Stonehouse
and Plow & Angel restaurants.
Th Stonehouse features a lounge
with full bar service, separate dining room, fi eplace and creekside
views. Regional cuisine, vegetables
from on-site chef ’s garden. Plow &
Angel boasts cozy ambiance and
lovely outdoor patio.

900 San Ysidro Lane................................... 565-1700
SanYsidroRanch.com / see ad, page 37

Stonehouse: Lunch Mon–Sat 11:30 to 2, Dinner daily 6 to 10,
Champagne brunch Sun 10:30 to 2
Plow & Angel: Dinner daily 5 to 10

Montecito Coffee Shop

Casual über-local Breakfast & Lunch
Down-home food combined with
friendly service keep this a local favorite since the mid-1960s. Try the
popular California omelette with
house-made salsa, fresh salads,
hearty house-made soups. Breakfast offered all day Sunday. Turkey
roasted fresh daily for sandwiches,
wraps and salads. Wine and beer.

1498 East Valley Road................................ 969-6250
(adjacent to San Ysidro Pharmacy) / see ad, page 75

Open daily: Sun 8 to 2; Breakfast Mon–Sat 7 to 11:30;
Lunch Mon–Sat 11:30 to 2:30

Summerland
Pine Trader Antiques

French & Irish Country Antiques and European Pine
There’s always something new at
this beautiful, spacious showroom.
Owner Clive Markey travels to Europe to hand select hard-to-fi d
Irish, French, English and other
European antiques. He and his
wife Sheila celebrate 36 years of
selling antiques in Santa Barbara.

2345 Lillie Avenue .............. 805-245-1998 or 805-845-2618
PineTrader.com / see ad, page 5
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Santa Barbara Studio Artists

Rick Garcia Art Studio

Botanical & Landscape Oil Paintings
Quintessential elements of California’s Central Coast, from exotic aloes and agaves to majestic
Canary Palms, all infused with
the beauty of our south coast
light. Represented by Waterhouse Gallery, Santa Barbara.

garciaart@cox.net ...................................... 284-3631
GarciaArts.com / see ad, page 57
Studio visits by appointment

Elizabeth Gallery Mosaics

Custom Contemporary and Antique Mosaics
Betsy designs and fabricates
mosaics for installation in home
or offi . See mosaics that demonstrate Betsy’s styles and materials in her studio. View her
website to participate in creating the Santa Barbara Timeline
Mosaic, a 50-foot-long public
art project in development.

bgallery@cox.net ....................................... 963-2878
ElizabethGallery.com
Studio visits by appointment

Santa Barbara Studio Artists

Create Your Own Art Tour!
Many of Santa Barbara’s professional visual artists keep their studios available for visits year-round
by appointment. Visit website to
plan a great day of exploring local
art in interesting locations and for
upcoming events, including the
Annual Open Studios Tour.
SantaBarbaraStudioArtists.com

Call individual artists for appointments

Santa Barbara

Lady McClintock Art Gallery

Oil Paintings by Local Artists
Located in Lady McClintock
Photography Studio in Victoria Courtyard. Rotating exhibits, local artists, traditional
style arts. Currently on view:
Rosemary McClintock’s originals and oil reproductions of
the Masters, including Da Vinci,
Raphael & Botticelli (right), previously displayed in the Queens Gallery, London. Receptions during
1st Thursday art walks, 5 to 8.

1221 State Street Suite 6 ........................... 845-0030
LadyMcclintockStudios.com / see ad, page 73
Open Tues–Sat 11 to 4
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Save Yourself a Trip to LA . . . We Bring the Design Center to You!

RETAIL AND TO THE TRADE INTERIOR DESIGN SHOWROOM

Indoor and Outdoor Fabrics • Trims • Wallpapers • Furniture • Lighting • Rugs • Accessories
Work Services include:
Custom Window Treatments • Bedding • Upholstery • Custom Made Furniture • Lampshades

Blake A Wood, Owner

1482 E Valley Road #614, Montecito, CA 93108
805-695-0373 • 303-667-7474 • blake@blakeashleydesign.com
www.blakeashleydesign.com

Poor service from your Land Surveyor making you feel deflated?

Call a Land Surveyor with local knowledge,
attention to detail & devoted to accuracy.
See our positive reviews at gromatici.com

805-691-9112 Los Olivos • 805-845-2133 Goleta

MontecitoMag.com
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The Santa Barbara Company

Sullivan Goss

Authentic local gifts
Fine gift and artisan goods, including gourmet foods and art,
with an emphasis on all things
local. Visit the shop in a charming 100-year-old bungalow or
shop the website for local wine
and gifts gift crates and welcome amenities hand delivered
locally or shipped nationwide.

An American Gallery
For over 30 years Sullivan Goss
has represented American artists
from the 19th century to present
day. An inventory of over 3,000
works – paintings, watercolors,
drawings, prints, sculptures. Rotating exhibitions and solo shows
highlighting contemporary artists, along with curated historical
exhibitions. (Angela Perko, right)

214 E. Victoria Street ................................. 845-3700
SantaBarbaraCompany.com / see ad, page 9

11 E. Anapamu Street ................................ 730-1460
SullivanGoss.com / see ad, page 14
Open daily 10 to 5:30

Open Mon, Wed, Fri 10 to 4; Tues & Thur 10 to 5:30;
Sat 11 to 4; closed Sun

Marcia Burtt Gallery

10 West Gallery

Contemporary Art
Abstract, figur tive and expressionism by Central- and SouthCoast artists. Artist-owned gallery featuring work by 9–10 artists
per show (Beth Schmohr, right).
New exhibits every month with
opening receptions during the
monthly 1st Th rsday art walks,
5 to 8 pm.

Contemporary Landscape Paintings
Distinguished American artists in continuously changing
exhibitions. Skylit gallery in
Santa Barbara’s design district
with parking in front. (Marcia
Burtt, right)
See more of Marcia’s work at Santa Barbara Frame Shop & Gallery
in the shopping plaza opposite Arlington Theatre on State Street.

10 West Anapamu Street .......................... 770-7711
10WestGallery.com

517 Laguna Street ...................................... 962-5588
ArtLacuna.com / see ad, page 57

Open Wed–Mon 12 to 5

Open Thurs–Sun 1 to 5

Historic La Arcada Courtyard –
Shops, Restaurants, Galleries

Farm Fresh, Local Produce–Six Days a Week
Shop for holiday meals, decorations and gift including delicate
dried fl wer wreaths and stunning poinsettias. Locally made
breads, pies, preserves, olive
oils, cheeses and honey. Locally
harvested nuts from almonds
to walnuts. Fresh seafood and
meats, including chicken, beef,
pork and lamb; farm-fresh eggs.
Markets are bursting with fall
and winter local harvests. This
season you’ll find apples, avocados, beets, tangerines, winter
squash and more. Check website
before heading to the market—
find out what’s in season, get
market news, hours, recipes.
Live music. Open rain or shine.

Saturday, Santa Barbara–downtown
Sunday, Goleta–Camino Real Marketplace
Tuesday, Santa Barbara–Old Town
Wednesday, Solvang–Village
Thursday, Goleta–Camino Real Marketplace
and Carpinteria–Linden Avenue
Friday, Montecito Coast Village Road
SBFarmersMarket.org ............................... 962-5354
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Paintings by Anne Ward (Represented by Marcia Burtt Gallery).

Farmers Markets

Unique Architectural Jewel in Downtown Santa Barbara
Enjoy the 23nd annual La Arcada
Christmas Walk – Wed, Nov 29, 5
to 8 pm. Free photos with Santa,
local music, holiday treats. Perfect
for holiday shopping, the courtyard includes 24 locally-owned
businesses & wine tasting; all restaurants have outdoor seating.
View interactive sculptures, fountains. Public parking next door.
1114 State Street at Figueroa Street. ...... 966-6634
LaArcadaSantaBarbara.com

Santa Barbara Frame Shop & Gallery

Custom Framing
Crafts anlike attention to detail
and friendly service make this a
local favorite, from Carpinteria to
the Santa Ynez Valley. Fine custom
framing and art for over 30 years;
all levels of residential and corporate framing. Across from the Arlington Theatre. Gallery features
works by local artists including
Marcia Burtt and Jake Early.

1324 State Street, Arlington Plaza .......... 963-2332
SantaBarbaraFrameShop.com
Open Mon–Sat 10 to 6
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Stewart Fine Art

Antique Art & Antiques
Specializing in early California
plein air paintings since 1986, with
a changing collection of museumquality American and European
fine art and antiques. Located in an
inviting gallery setting, parking in
the back. (Adolph Brougier, right)

215 West Mission Street ............................ 845-0255
StewartFineArt@cox.net / see ad, page 4

Open Mon–Wed, Fri–Sat 11 to 5:30, closed Thurs & Sun

The Farm Cart

Carpinteria

Local, Seasonal, Organic Produce
Stop by Katherine Shepherd’s
produce stand—a hub for the
farm’s community supported
agriculture program (CSA),
weekly fresh produce subscription and a handy spot for the
community to find just-picked
produce. Find Shepherd Farms
produce, along with signature salsas and sauces at farmers markets.

5103 Carpinteria Avenue .......................... 698-9907
FarmCartOrganics.com
Open Fri–Wed 11:30 to 5:30

Santa Ynez Valley

MONTECITO COFFEE SHOP
Casual Breakfast and Lunch • Indoor & Patio
Corner East Valley & San Ysidro roads
Mon–Sat 7 am–2:30 pm • Sun 8–2 • 969-6250

Consider a

Gift Annuity
It’s the Gift That
Gives Both Ways

Judith Hale Gallery

Located Inside Solvang Antiques
A Valley favorite since opening
her first gallery thirty years ago.
Judith represents over 50 nationally and regionally recognized
artists in western, traditional
and impressionistic styles with
changing collections and seasonal shows. (Betty Carr, right)

1693 Copenhagen Drive, Solvang (ask for Judy)...686-2322
JudithHaleGallery.com & SolvangAntiques.com
Open Sun–Thurs 10 to 5, Fri–Sat 10 to 6 to 4

Gallery Los Olivos

Fine Art by Regional Artists
An inviting fine art destination
noted for the quality and wide
range of art in a relaxed atmosphere. Exhibiting works by select
artists from Santa Barbara, San
Luis Obispo and Ventura counties
since 1992. Artist in the gallery
daily. Collections include paintings
of various media, photography,
sculpture, wood-turned objects,
clay works, jewelry and more.

2920 Grand Avenue, Los Olivos............... 688-7517
GalleryLosOlivos.com
Open daily 10 to 5, Dec & Jan 10 to 4 u

MontecitoMag.com

• Earn up to a 9%
9% Return
Return
• Guaranteed
Guaranteed Life
Life Income
Income
• Significant
Signiﬁcant Tax
Tax Benefits
Beneﬁts
• Improve Your
Our Local
Local Community
Community

Judy Goodbody,
805.965.8591
ext. 120
Call Shanna
Wasson Taylor,
805.965.8591
x120
email staylor@unitedwaysb.org
jgoodbody @ unitedwaysb.org
or email

www.unitedwaysb.org/giftplanning
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Investing In Our Community

Leslie Marin Fulfills SBCC Promise
By George Yatchisin

The SBCC Promise is a new project of the SBCC Foundation that was established in 1976 to provide
Santa Barbara City College with private philanthropic support. The foundation acts in partnership
with the college and bridges the gap between available public funding and institutional need.

W

hen the Santa Barbara City College (SBCC) Foundation launched the SBCC Promise program in
fall 2016, it was with a student like Leslie Marin (above)
in mind. Hoping to alleviate the financial burden of attending college—even a more affordable community
college—the SBCC Promise covers all fees, required
books and supplies for two years for all local high
school graduates. The student must enroll in the fall
or spring semester after graduating from high school
within the district (which extends from Gaviota to
Carpinteria) and then attend SBCC full time and remain
in good standing.
Marin is in her second and final year at SBCC. She
graciously made some time in her busy schedule for
a phone interview while studying for exams. But the
Santa Barbara High School alumna admits that without the Promise program, “I wouldn’t have been able
to go to college right after high school; I would have
had to take a couple of semesters off to pay for tuition
and supplies.” She stresses that the Promise program
“took a huge financial burden off my shoulders and
my parents’ shoulders.”
Sure, she feels some pressure as a first generation
college student, but she also says, “I know how important it is—I have a lot of younger cousins who look at me

as an example and know there’s hope it can be done.”
She’s studying sociology and plans to transfer to
one of the many schools she likes; perhaps Cal State
East Bay or Long Beach. Her ultimate goal is not just a
bachelor’s degree but also a master’s. Then, she says,
“I hope to start my own nonprofit for at-risk youth
or formerly incarcerated people.” Marin first became
interested in these areas after serving as a Big Pal at a
Police Activities League camp for at-risk youth when
she was in high school, and later as a summer volunteer
at a program that helps people transition from jail into
college.
Although the financial component is key, Marin
sees the SBCC Promise as much more than that. “More
than anything the SBCC Promise helps anyone and everyone regardless of their income and background,”
she says. “Everyone at SBCC wants to see students succeed.” She has also become a program ambassador,
heading back to Santa Barbara High to help recruit the
next Promise students.
“The first two years of college are a huge change
from high school, where people would hand you the
resources. In college you have to seek them out,” she
explains. “This program helps you—it’s defin tely a
great stepping stone.” u

The SBCC Promise relies on privately raised funds. Discover more at www.sbccpromise.org.
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Photo: Nell Campbell

Education is the f irst step.
Thanks to our community of generous supporters, the SBCC Foundation has launched the
SBCC Promise, removing ÿnancial barriers to ensure that all local high school graduates
have access to an outstanding and a° ordable education at Santa Barbara City College.

Your gift makes the SBCC Promise possible.

sbccpromise.org | (805) 730- 4416
MontecitoMag.com
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Exclusive club and historic landmark
celebrates 80th anniversary
in sleek new style

Four Seasons Resort
The Biltmore Santa Barbara

S

Coral Casino Beach
and Cabana Club

anta Barbara’s legendary Biltmore Hotel (the
original name) immediately attracted Hollywood’s Golden Age film stars and other celebrities when it opened in grand style on the shores of
Butterfly Beach in 1927.
A decade later, Biltmore owner Robert Stewart
Odell opened the posh Coral Casino, an exclusive,
members-only private club across the street from
the Resort, just steps from the sand. A 51-meter swimming pool and diving area was the biggest draw,
where Santa Barbara and SoCal elite families and
friends could hobnob over cocktails while gazing at
stunning ocean and island views.
Dozens of celebrities lounged at the Coral Casino over the ensuing decades, including Dinah
Shore, Lana Turner, Ronald Reagan, Steve Martin,
Joan Crawford, Bing Crosby, Michael Douglas,
Sigourney Weaver, Esther Williams and Jeff Bridges.
A $65 million restoration, completed in 2008,
restored the club’s original theme and historic elements. The project also modernized the pool, 31
cabanas, the glamorous ballroom and poolside
café, and added a second story restaurant and a
children’s pool.
The Coral Casino Beach and Cabana Club
remains one of Santa Barbara’s most private
playgrounds. It still has only a few hundred members, but is also open to guests of the Four Seasons
Resort The Biltmore Santa Barbara across the street.
Resort guests can dine at the club’s upscale
Tydes restaurant and the Coral Café and Reef Bar.
Sip a craft beer, cocktail or glass of wine while
watching tropical fish and crustaceans swim
through live coral in a freestanding, 275-gallon
salt water aquarium-bar built to support more
than 450 life forms.
Members and resort guests can rent the exclusive, private Cabana 24, a spacious hideaway on
the second-story sundeck. Attentive Four Seasons
staff deliver amenities every hour — warm or chilled
towels, snacks and smoothie samplers — or guests
can opt for total privacy.
“This year, Coral Casino Beach and Cabana
Club celebrates 80 years of rich history as a family club, frequented by many members and guests
who have been regular visitors since as early as the
78

Top – Diners at Tydes restaurant enjoy front-row seats to
the beach scene below, frolicking dolphins and a view of
the Channel Islands.
Middle – Sip a cocktail at the Coral Reef Bar and watch
colorful marine life in a stunning salt-water aquarium.
Bottom – The Coral Casino’s sparkling pool continues its
role as the club’s centerpiece.

1940s,” says the Resort’s general manager Karen
Earp. “It continues its unique social character, combining dining, fitness and beachfront relaxation
and fun, complete with an oceanfront ballroom for
grand events, enhanced by Four Seasons exceptional service and experiences.” u
Montecito Magazine Fall 2017 – Winter 2018

SANTA BARBARA’S MOST
BEAUTIFUL OCEANFRONT
DINING EXPERIENCE
fourseasons.com/santabarbara

Painting by Chris Flannery

Montecito Village

Galleries, Antiques & Gifts
Davis & Taft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-7987
Antiques & 20th-Century Modern
Imagine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 695-0220
Gifts & Artful Things
The Stationery Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-3414
Fine Stationery & Useful Gifts
Village Frame & Gallery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-0524
Classic Frames & Art

Home Services
Blake Ashley Design. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 695-0373
Fine Fabric, Trim, Wallpaper, Custom Order Furnishings
Montecito Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-2026
The Voice of Our Community
Montecito Executive Services . . . . . . . . . 969-7753
UPS • FedEx • DHL • Mailboxes
Montecito Village Hardware . . . . . . . . . . 969-4419
Sue Aldrich Designs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-7976
Commercial & Residential Interior Design

Specialty
ACI Jet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 548-1305
Private Jet Charters & Private Aviation Management
Santa Barbara Travel Bureau . . . . . . . . . . 969-7746
Montecito‘s Exclusive Travel Agency
Tecolote Book Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-4977
Fulfilling Reader’s Needs for over 90 Years

Fashion & Jewelry
Bryant & Sons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 565-4411
Fine Jewelry, Time Pieces, Mikimoto, Cartier, Baccarat
Clare Swan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-1746
Clothing + Travel
Glamour House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-5285
GlamourHouseLingerie.com • Lingerie • Slippers • Loungewear
Oliver and Espig Gallery of Fine Arts . . . 962-8111
Rare Gemstones, Unique Jewelry, Fine Art & Sculpture

Health Care
Bissell Clinic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 565-5252
Be Well. Live Well. • bissellchiro.com
Peter Hartmann, DDS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-6090
Celebrating 34 years
San Ysidro Pharmacy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-2284
Compounding, Vitamins, Cosmetics, Gifts, Delivery

Banking & Finance

Dadiana Salon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-1414
Hair, Nails, Makeup, Gifts for Hair, Bath & Body
Lilibeth Salon Hair & Makeup . . . . . . . . 335-2441
Bridal Hair • Nail & Makeup Services

HDP & Associates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-5081
John Warner, CPA
Montecito Financial Services . . . . . . . . . 565-7797
Donna L. Payne–Financial Advisor
Northern Trust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 565-7861
Wealth Management • Private Banking
Union Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-7713
Jodi Williams, Branch Manager

Dining

Real Estate

Pane e Vino Trattoria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-9274
Open Lunch Mon–Sat 11:30–3, Dinner Everyday 5–9
Via Vai Pizzeria Trattoria . . . . . . . . . . . . . 565-9393
Open 7 Days a Week 11:30–9

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage . 969-0900
Global Connection–Local Tradition . . . . . . 969-4755
Sotheby’s International Realty . . . . . . . . 969-9993
The Art of Living . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 969-5005

Body & Hair Care

